
Bridges

Getting Involved

St. Columbkille Church

Holy Name Chapel

All groups and organizations listed in the Bridges book were notified to provide updated information.  For each entry that a reply was made, the information has been updated.  If we did not receive a reply, the entry is listed with the name and telephone number of the last contact person we were given.  We apologize to anyone who finds incorrect information listed.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Columbkille Parish is an extension of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati; a “people called together” by Jesus to be His flesh and blood representatives; to be like Him as a priest (to worship), as a prophet (to teach) and as a king (to serve).

PARISH VISION STATEMENT
We will be a hungry people…hungry for spirituality, hungry for personal dignity and worth and hungry for a sense of community.

Above statements were formulated by the parish Long Range Planning Committee, recommended by the Parish Pastoral Council, approved by the pastor and adopted on June 1, 1998.

Parish Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday and Friday – 9:00 11:30 AM; 12:30-3:00 PM
Wednesday – 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

Thursday – 9:00-11:30 AM; 12:30-5:00 PM
Parish Staff Telephone Extension Numbers

Telephone 937-382-2236

Receptionist – Ext. 10

Office Manager – Ext. 11

Pastor – Ext. 12

Bookkeeper – Ext. 13

Faith Formation Office – Ext. 14

Youth Minister – Ext. 15

Maintenance – Ext. 16
Every Gift Finds Its Fulfillment in the Body of Christ

I am glad that you are considering becoming more involved, or perhaps differently involved, at St .Columbkille.  It is very important that everyone be involved in some way in the ministry of the parish.  We are a family in Christ.  The ministry is the work of the family of Christ.  To be a member of a family is to be engaged in the work of the family.  Our family works together.  Our work brings us together as a family.  The way we serve Christ is made explicit in our service to each other.

On the following pages you will find brief descriptions of some of the ministries active at St. Columbkille.  Pray about the ones you find most interesting.  Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Call the contact person associated with the ministry for more information or contact any member of the parish staff.  Do not consider contacting us to be the same as signing up.  Feel free to discern.  If you are considering several different ministries you may find it helpful to use the form at the end of this document.  Print it out and email it to us, or drop it in the Sunday collection.

If there are ministries that you do not see here, it may be that we simply need to do some updating, or it may be that there is a need that we are not yet answering.  In either case, please contact me or another member of the parish staff.  Although it is not possible for the parish to address every pastoral need we would certainly want to discuss and consider how we may better serve.

I believe that we have a wonderful parish, made wonderful not so much by the many gifts of our parishioners, but rather by the way those gifts are shared.  May your gifts be, and become a great blessing to all God’s people.

Fr. James Wedig

ADVISORS TO THE PASTOR
There are two primary advisory groups to the pastor:

The Parish Pastoral Council

and

The Parish Finance Council

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Representing the various segments of parish life, this group advises the pastor on the pastoral needs of the parish.  The Council makes recommendations to the pastor that are in line with Catholic Church teaching and directives.  Representatives are recommended by the adult congregation and are chosen by lottery in April of each year.  Parish Pastoral Council meets on the first Monday of October, December, February, April and June.

Members 2010 - 2011:

Kevin Bennett (937-382-8259), Chairperson, Carl Zaycosky (937-382-3466), Vice Chairperson; Other Members: Peter Sedmak (513-877-2434), Tom Handra (513-625-8331), Jay Molitor (937-685-2710), Fred Nadeau (937-289-2800), Patricia Smith (937-382-1351), Terri Valentine (937-725-5921), and Tom Warner (937-655-9501)
Judy Morris, Recording Secretary (382-6009).

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
This group makes recommendations to the pastor concerning the parish budget and maintenance of parish grounds and buildings.  The council meets on the last Monday of August, October, November, January, March and on the third Monday of May.  There are eleven or twelve members at large who serve three-year terms, one voting Parish Pastoral Council member and three ex-officio members — the Pastor, Bookkeeper and Maintenance Supervisor.  New members are recommended to or by the present council and approved by the pastor.

Members at large 2010 - 2011:

Larry Droesch, Chairperson (937-383-3680), e-mail: ldroesch@msn.com, Bob Germann, Vice-Chairperson (937-382-2448), Doris Pease, Secretary (937-382-8916); Other Members: Vince Allgeier (937-783-4785), Rodney Carruthers (937-382-2400), Thomas Hochhausler (937-382-1328), Jim Mason (937-382-8313), Mark Steinmetz (937-382-5930), Patricia Turner (937-453-2331), Jonathan Walt (937-382-4249), Joel Valentine (937-725-3725)

Parish Pastoral Council Liaison 2010 – 2011: Tom Warner

COMMISSIONS / COMMITTEES OF

THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:

There are presently four commissions of the Parish Pastoral Council.  Below you will find information and opportunities for involvement.

I. WORSHIP COMMISSION
Members meet with the Pastor to assist in planning and evaluating Parish Liturgical Celebrations.  Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of September—May at either St. Columbkille Parish Center or Holy Name Chapel.  Any interested parishioner willing to work within the Catholic Church’s directives on worship is welcome to be a member. 

Contact:  Carolyn Warner (937-655-9501) / Email:  ccwarner@cinci.rr.com
OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN WORSHIP:

Lectors
These parishioners (16 years of age and older) share the word of God from the Mass Lectionary and the responsibilities are usually divided between two ministers of the word.

Contact:  Amy Farr (937-289-1602) / Email:  ajfam19@gmail.com
Greeters (Ushers)

These members of the parish family (high school age and older) welcome those attending Mass, assist with seating, collect offerings, provide for the presentation of gifts to the altar, and distribute weekly bulletins.  
Contact: Parish Office (937-382-2236)
Altar Servers
These parishioners (boys or girls, 4th grade and older) assist the priest in the celebration of Mass and at other services.  A training session is required.  
Contact:  Deacon Bob Baker (937-382-0875) / Email:  rbaker88@cinci.rr.com
Eucharistic Ministers
These parishioners (high school age or older) help to distribute the precious Body and or Blood of Our Savoir during the celebration of Mass.

Contact:  Barbara Baker (937-289-2449) barbara_a_baker@hotmail.com
SVDP Eucharistic Ministers
These parishioners take Communion to our sick and shut-ins on Sunday mornings.  If this service is needed or if you would like to visit and take communion to our sick and shut-ins please Contact: Parish Office (937-382-2236)
Transportation to Sunday Mass & all Transportation Needs
This ministry provides transportation for parishioners to Sunday Mass and for parishioners who are able to provide transportation to fellow parishioners in need. Contact:  Deacon Bob Baker (937-382-0875) Email:  rbaker88@cinci.rr.com
Prayer Chain
The prayer chain is committed to pray for those who are ill or otherwise in need. Any person may become a part of this group or request prayers by calling: 
Contact:  Mary Camp (937-382-7171) / Email:  mcamp58@cinci.rr.com) or 

Contact:  Carol Rack (937-382-6557)
Parish Musicians:

Terri Valentine:  (937-725-5921), Coordinator of Artistic Services, StC 5 p.m. Saturday Mass Song Leader

Jim Brandehoff:  (937-382-3298), StC 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass Organist

Tim Brausch:  (937-685-2203), StC Folk Choir Director

Holly Burkhardt:  (937-783-4484), HNC 11:30 am Sunday Mass Organist and Song Leader

Bruce Henry:  (937-382-0506), StC 5 p.m. Saturday Mass Organist

Tricia Heys:  (937-527-6766), StC 8:00 a.m. Sunday Mass Keyboardist

Sister Cecilia Huber:  (513-875-2020, ext. 31) / Email: chuber@tds.net  HNC 11:30 a.m. Sunday Mass Organist
Kat Reynolds:  (937-382-0755), StC Traditional Choir Director

Choirs
Parishioners with a talent for music may consider joining their voice with one of our choirs.
Sunday Folk Choir 
This Choir sings at 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday. Rehearsal for all members is on Sundays 7:00 a.m. in the church choir loft.  Contact Tim Brausch / Tricia Heys
Sunday Traditional Choir
This Choir sings at 9:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday.  Rehearsal for all members is on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the church choir loft. Contact Kat Reynolds / Jim Brandehoff
Resurrection Choir

Choir formed to lead the singing at Parish funeral Masses.  Funerals are usually held in the morning hours.  If you are interested in joining,

Contact:  Doris and Rick Pease (937-382-8916).
Special Holiday Choirs
Special Choirs are formed for Christmas Mass celebrations at StC and HNC.  Contact the parish office for more information.
Bereavement Ministry
This ministry assists families in coping with the death of a loved one—sometimes an immediate need and sometimes it is at a later date.  We provide a meal and tableware before or after the service at the church or at a family member’s home – location is at the discretion of the family.  If necessary, it also provides a listening ear (but not counseling) for any member who just wants to talk and information about professional counseling if needed.

Contact: Joyce Noland: (937-382-4745) / Email:  jangel764@verizon.net
Liturgy of the Word with Children (LOTWWC)
This celebration takes place on the 1st through 4th Sundays of the month, September through May during the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  Liturgy of the Word with Children is presented in a prayerful and understandable level for children.  Adult presenters, adult chaperones and middle school / high school lectors are utilized.  Contact:  Kathleen Madison (937-382-6344) 

Altar Flowers
Parishioner(s) and / or others who wish, may donate money to have flowers placed on the altars for a weekend in remembrance of a person, event, anniversary, etc.  Contact:  Susan Baker (937-289-2449) / Email:  skbake@hotmail.com or the Parish Office.
The parish also decorates the altars and church with flowers and greenery for Christmas and Easter and donations for these decorations are made in remembrance of deceased loved one (watch the bulletin for details for these donations).
Recitation of the Rosary in Church

To honor our Blessed Mother and her Son, the Rosary is prayed every First Saturday of the month at 4:35 p.m. before Mass.  Exception:  if the First Saturday falls on a holy day, the Rosary will be moved to the next Saturday.  To volunteer to be a Rosary Leader 
Contact:  Susan Baker (937-289-2449) / Email:  skbake@hotmail.com
St. Columbkille Prayer Group 
The focus of this prayer group is Intercessory and Healing Prayer.  This is also available upon request.  This prayer group meets in the church at 7:30 PM on the first and third Monday of the month.
Contact:  Amy Farr (937-289-1602) / Email:  ajfam19@gmail.com
II. EDUCATION COMMISSION
All aspects of the religious education and formation of parishioners – pre-school, elementary, junior and senior high school as well as adult faith formation –  is the responsibility of this group.  It assists in the development of faith formation programs and provides recommendations and evaluations for the religious education program.  It meets five times a year on Thursday evening at 7:00 PM. 

Meeting Dates for the 2010-2011 school:   August 19, October 21, January 20, March 17, and May 19.  Any interested parishioner willing to work within the Catholic Church’s directives on religious education is welcome to be a member.

Contact: Margo Lewis (937-382-1596) / Email:  saintC_cre@yahoo.com
OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN EDUCATION:
Faith Formation
The parish offers a complete curriculum of religious education for all students, 4 years old through grade twelve.  All classes meet in the Parish Center regularly during the school year.  (2010-2011 school year begins September 12)
Complete class schedules are available in Faith Formation office

Pre-K (Age 4) – Kindergarten:  Sunday, 10:40 a.m.-11:55 a.m.

Elementary Students (Grades 1–6):  Sunday, 10:40 a.m.-11:55 a.m.
Junior High (Grades 7-8):  Sunday, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Volunteer Catechists, Substitutes, and Aides are needed for a variety of age levels.
Coordinator of Faith Formation: Margo Lewis (937-382-1596) / Email: saintC_cre@yahoo.com
Youth Ministry

What is Youth Ministry?  It’s putting your faith into action.  Youth Ministry is the “action” component of the High School Faith Formation Program challenging the youth to know their faith and put it into action.  Events in Youth Ministry range from youth ministry nights to mission trips, local and national retreats, concerts, and numerous faith building and just plain fun activities.  Young people have the opportunity to grow closer to Christ, increase knowledge of their faith, put their faith into action through service projects, and meet other awesome young Catholics. To get involved or for more information .  Contact: Michael Walsh, CYM, (513-256-0585) / Email: yomichael@yomichael.com.  On the Second Sunday of each month, the students in the Junior High School Faith Formation classes will meet with the high school students for Xteme Days 
Website:  www.xdyouthministry.com
Kids for Jesus (K4J) - for grades Pre-K-4

This is a wonderful program offering character and virtue education for families.  Once each month all children age 4 to grade 4 come together for fun and interactive K4J program which include games, snacks and crafts. A virtue is highlighted with discussion and activities in Faith Formation.  The program connects the virtue and character development in the home and in the classroom. 
Contact: Nicole Allgeyer (937-260-7919) / Email:  nallgeyer05@hotmail.com
Adult Education

Using the Catholic Update, Light Weigh and/or other materials, we learn about and discuss our Catholic tradition and current events that affect our spirituality.  Meetings are held the second Sunday of the month during the school year at 6:30 PM in the Parish Center. 
Contact:  Deacon Bob Baker (937-382-0875) / Email:  rbaker88@cinci.rr.com
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
This process permits prospective Catholics and present Catholics to share their faith journey.  It is for all who are considering membership in the Church and their sponsors.  Adult baptized Catholics, who have never received Confirmation or First Eucharist, are also encouraged to attend and prepare to receive these sacraments.  All Catholics who wish to learn more about their faith are also welcome.  Both group and individual approaches are available.
Contact:  Susan Baker (937-289-2449) / Email:  skbake@hotmail.com
Contact:  Fr. Jim Wedig (937-382-2236 ext. 12) / Email: wedigjm@yahoo.com
Initiation For Children:  Children ages 7-12 who have not been baptized, have been baptized but not in the Catholic Church, and/or have not received their First Communion are invited to participate in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Children.  Arrangements are made according to need.  Those 13 and older will be invited to participate in the RCIA, as above, or special arrangements can be made.
Contact:  Fr. Jim Wedig (937-382-2236, ext. 12) / Email:  wedigjm@yahoo.com
Campus Ministry to Wilmington College / Southern State Community College
Mass is celebrated on the campus of Wilmington College periodically throughout the school year. Students at both colleges are encouraged to be active in St. Columbkille Parish.
Contact:  Bud Lewis (937-382-2611)

Contact:  Fr. Jim Wedig (937-382-2236, ext. 12) / Email:  wedigjm@yahoo.com
Little Rock Scripture Study
Join parishioners in small groups for study, fellowship, or pray on the Scriptures. This group meets on Mondays at 7:00 PM.  New Members always welcomed. 
Contact: Donna & Mark Steinmetz (937-382-5930)
Email: markndonnasteinmetz@verizon.net
III. FAMILY LIFE COMMISSION

Plans religious and social activities for families, such as Parish Picnic, Welcome Chili Cook-Off, Advent Party, and Easter Egg Hunt.  New members are welcome and needed.  Please join us!

Contact: Diane Seiter (937-383-1237) / Email:  gseiter1@cinci.rr.com
Marriage Ministry 

This ministry is dedicated to supporting the institution of marriage.  It assists couples in preparing for the sacrament of marriage.  It also plans the “We Believe in Marriage” program which is offered each February.

Contact: Donna & Mark Steinmetz (937-382-5930)

Email:  markndonnasteinmetz@verizon.net
Familia
Familia was developed for mothers of young children to unite themselves with the transforming grace present in the sacrament of marriage.  As mothers, they get to respond to the urgent need to raise up the family in today's culture.  All Mothers are encouraged to join us once a month throughout the school year to answer this call. Contact: Kathryn Forsyth (937-382-5383) / Email:  dkforsyth03@verizon.net
IV.
HUMAN DIGNITY COMMISSION
Coordinates and networks parish activities related to upholding the sanctity and dignity of human life.  This includes support for pro-life activities both within and outside the parish.  The commission’s purview is not limited to conception and birth related issues such as birth control or abortion or to end of life issues such as capital punishment.  Rather the commission is concerned with the wide range of human activity from conception to natural death.

Contact: Diane Nadeau (937-289-2800) / Email:  fnadeau1@earthlink.net
OTHER PARISH ORGANIZATIONS / SERVICES:

Christmas Sharing Tree
A Christmas tree is placed in the sanctuary during Advent.  The tree is trimmed with stars bearing a number and gift suggestion.  (These numbers correspond to names of people who are asking for our help during the holiday season)  We use numbers to maintain the anonymity of the recipients.  Names are provided to the Parish from the Ho-Ho Shop of Clinton County.  If you or someone you know is in need of help for the holidays, please contact the Ho-Ho Shop (937-382-4646).  To help with the sharing tree:  Contact: Parish Office (382-2236).

St. Vincent de Paul Society (937-382-6851)

This group ministers to the poor of our community.  They distribute a portion of the Federal Funds (FEMA) allocated to Clinton County as well as a portion to our monthly poor and needy collections and the Community Care Funds donated by other area churches.  Since 1981 all loose dimes in each Sunday's collection also support the work of the SVDP.  Those in need of SVDP assistance may meet with them on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Parish Center BY APPOINTMENT.  SVDP Eucharistic Ministers take Communion to our sick and shut-ins on Sunday mornings.  (If this service is needed, please contact the parish office during regular business hours.)  Contact:  Aaron Roberts (937-289-9861) / Email:  kc8yzu@yahoo.com
500 Card Marathons
For more information about these groups, please see contact below.

Contact:  Barbara Baker (937-289-2449) barbara_a_baker@hotmail.com
Parish Volunteers
Periodically the parish has a need for volunteers.  These include but are not limited to collating projects, parish mailings and church cleaning.  Sign-up sheets will be available before and after all weekend Masses prior to project dates
Contact:  Parish Office 937-382-2236

Sacred Heart Sodality
Sacred Heart Sodality is a social, as well as service, group of women.  Meetings are held the 3rd Thursday of the month in the Parish Center.  See bulletin for projects and notices. 

Contact:  Amber Valentine (937-725-4549) / Email:  amber_212003@yahoo.com
Holy Spirit Gardeners

This group plants, weeds, waters, and puts down mulch as needed in the Holy Spirit garden and surrounding gardens on the church grounds.
Contact:  Amy Farr (937-289-1602) / Email:  ajfam19@gmail.com.
Cub Scouts/ Boy Scouts

St. Columbkille Parish sponsors Boy Scout Troop 777.
CUB SCOUTS (Grades 1-5): 
Contact:  John Merling, (937-382-8644) / Email: vintagetime@yahoo.com
BOY SCOUTS: 
Contact:  Gary Van Pelt (937-486-1080)

Contact:  Pat Havey, (937-382-2422) / Email: jameshavey@cinci.rr.com
OTHER GROUPS MEETING AT ST. COLUMBKILLE:
Happy Day Co-op Preschool is a readiness based program in operation since 1977.  Classes consist of children ages 3-5 and meet in the Parish Center from 9:30-11:30 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  We are not a part of the parish ministry, but make a donation to the church for space used in the parish center.

Contact: Brenda Custis (937-584-2303) / Email: bcustis@verizon.net
Contact:  Patty Walraven (937-382-8924) / Email:  jandpw2@verizon.net
Knights of Columbus (K of C)
A Catholic Men’s Organization, open to men 18 years or older, is a family, service, patriotic, and church oriented group. This international group has a local Council (#3369) and Assembly (#2879).  For more information please contact:

Assembly: (meets 1st Thursday/month in CU) 

Carl Orton (513-899-9943) / Email:  kofcorton@aol.com
Council: (meets on 2nd Thursday/month in CU) 

Robert Gomez (937) 383-3803 / Email:  gomezbtam@verizon.net
Oktoberfest: (meets on 3rd Thursday/month- except Nov. & Dec. - CU) 

Larry Droesch (937-655-7106) / Email:  ldroesch@msn.com
Knights of Columbus Auxiliary (K of C Auxiliary)

An organization for the ladies of the Knights of Columbus Council 3369 and Assembly #2879 members.  The group focuses on assisting the Knights and serving the St. Columbkille Parish Community.  For more information please contact: 
Council Auxiliary: (meets 1st Thursday/month in CU)
Bonnie Droesch ( 937-383-3680) / Email:  wcdot@msn.com.
Assembly Auxiliary: (meets 1st Thursday in Jan., March, May, July, Sept., & Nov. in CU) 

Mary Ann Lape (513-697-0744) / email:  mistydawn@fuse.net.
Blessed Margaret of Costello Home School Group

Interested in home schooling or finding a Catholic home school group to fellowship with?  We regularly meet for field trips, play groups, prayer, and support in a home-based environment.
Contact:  Kathryn Forsyth (937-382-5383) / Email:  dkforsyth03@verizon.net
Community Opportunities

Clinton County Blood Bank

For information contact Janice Kreke (937-783-3183).

Clinton County Women’s Center

For information contact Holly Plomske (937-382-2424) 

Webpage:  www.ccwcsupport.org
Hospice Information
For opportunities to volunteer contact Joyce Noland (937-382-4745) 
Clinton Memorial Hospital Volunteers
For information contact Carol Sebert, Volunteer Manager (937-382-9224)
Habitat for Humanity

For information or to volunteer contact Jim Krusling (513-875-3170) 
Jim Mason (937-382-8313) or Bob Schaad (937-383-1043)

Right to Life
For more information contact Janet Burnell (937-289-2851)

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Meetings

AA is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength, and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism.  The only requirement for membership is the desire to stop drinking. The primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.

Meetings are held Saturday night at 7:00 p.m. at StC.
Contact Steve (937-289-3158) or Tracy (937-205-9526)
Meetings are also held on Thursday night at 8 p.m. at HNC.

Contact AA Greater Cincinnati Service Office (513-351-0422, 24 hours, 7 days)

Website:  www.aacincinnati.org
Al-Anon/Alateen

Al-Anon (which includes Alateen for younger members) offers hope and help to families and friends of alcoholics.  No matter what relationship you have with an alcoholic, whether they are still drinking not, all who have been affected by someone’s drinking can find solutions that lead to serenity in the Al-Anon/Alateen fellowship.  
Contact:   1-888-425-2666 / Website:   www.al-anon.alateen.org
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)

Our purpose is to provide help and support to any addict still suffering and to spread the message of hope and recovery.  We have open discussion meetings each Friday from 7-8:30 PM in the Church Undercroft.  The first Friday of each month we read from the NA text and discuss the reading and the last Friday of each month we have a speaker that shares their experience, strength and hope.  We currently have approximately 15-20 people attending out meetings.  Anyone who would like to find out more about NA is welcome.  Please come and support us.
Contact: Mark (937-944-0882) or Randy (937-302-6769)
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