INFORMATION TO PLAN A BAPTISM
Saint Columbkille Catholic Church (StC) and Holy Name Chapel (HNC)
Wilmington, Ohio

(PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE COMPLETING ATTACHED FORM)

The baptism of your child is a very important event in his/her life.  Baptism is the first of the three sacraments that initiate us into the Catholic Church.  Confirmation and First Eucharist are the other Sacraments of Initiation.  The universal law of the Catholic Church called the Code of Canon Law sets the requirements for receiving baptism.

PARENTS AND GODPARENTS (SPONSORS)
Parents and godparents of a child to be baptized are to be properly instructed in the meaning and obligations of baptism (Canon 851).  It is necessary that there be a founded hope that the child will be brought up in the Catholic religion (Canon 868).  Catholic parents should:

A. Be regularly attending Sunday Mass

B. Be receiving the other sacraments as necessary

C. Be trying to put the Catholic faith into practice in daily life

D. Live within the territorial boundaries of St. Columbkille Parish or have been accepted by the pastor as a parishioner after having informed your territorial pastor. (1971 Synod of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati)

IF PARENTS ARE NOT REGISTERED IN ST. COLUMBKILLE PARISH, WE ASK THAT THEY REGISTER BEFORE THE BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED.

If any of the above are not being followed, the Catholic parent(s) must promise to begin doing so.
Catholics are to be married before a Catholic priest/deacon and two witnesses in order for the Catholic Church to recognize the marriage as valid (Canon 1108).  Catholics who were not married before a Catholic priest/deacon and two witnesses may not receive the sacraments.  Carl Zaycosky (937-382-3466-home; 937-382-0066-work), who is trained to assist those who need a Catholic Church annulment of a former marriage, will speak to you at the Baptismal Workshop.  We would like to help you get your marriage recognized by the Church for your own spiritual welfare and to avoid embarrassing situations for you in the future (such as not being able to receive Communion at your child’s First Eucharist).

Godparents (sponsors) are to assist the Catholic parents, primarily by example, in raising a child in the Catholic faith.  One godparent (male or female) is necessary.  You may have two but one must be male, the other female.  The godparents must:

A. Be chosen by parents (or child, if older)
B. Be at least sixteen (16) years old

C. Be a baptized Catholic who has also received Confirmation

D. And First Eucharist and actively practices the Catholic faith

E. NOT be the parents of the child

F. NOT be bound by any canonical (Church law) penalty such as begin married outside the Catholic Church.

Since only one godparent (sponsor) is necessary, a second person of the opposite sex, who is not Catholic, but who is a BAPTIZED Christian who actively practices his/her faith, may stand with the Catholic godparent as a Christian witness. (Canons 873-74)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN CHOOSING GODPARENTS

(taken from December, 1996, CLERGY COMMUNICATIONS, Archdiocese of Cincinnati)
There have been some requests to have two godmothers or two godfathers as sponsors for Baptism.  This is not an acceptable practice.  The Code of Canon Law states, “Only one male or one female sponsor or one of each sex is to be employed (at Baptism)” [Canon 873].  The Rite of Baptism for Children is similar: “Each child may have a godfather and godmother” [OBP, 6].  While parents may choose to honor additional people informally with the title of “godparent”, the name or names entered into the baptismal register and appearing on any certificate must conform to the above standards.  A practicing member of one of the Orthodox churches may be admitted as a sponsor together with a Catholic sponsor.

While there must always be one Catholic sponsor, there may also be one non-Catholic Christian witness.  A Christian witness must be a practicing member of another Christian denomination.  Please note that a non-practicing Catholic or a Catholic who does not qualify to be a sponsor cannot qualify to be a Christian witness at a Baptism (Canon 874).  It is not envisioned that a former Catholic who has joined another denomination would appropriately fulfill such a role.

Once the names of sponsors or witnesses are entered in the baptismal register, they may not be changed in the register.  If a sponsor dies or is no longer qualified in the opinion of the parents, the parents may ask someone else to function in that role unofficially.

BAPTISMAL WORKSHOP
First time parents and parents who have never attended a Workshop (and godparents, if possible) must attend our BAPTISMAL WORKSHOP.  They are held at 12:15 PM in the Parish Center five times a year (watch bulletin for dates).  You must attend the workshop BEFORE scheduling the baptism of a child.

SCHEDULING A BAPTISM
Ordinarily Baptisms are scheduled outside of Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 12:15 PM.  Ordinarily Baptisms are scheduled during Mass (5:00 PM-Sat., 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM-Sun.) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  Deacon Robert Meyer (937-382-2163) takes care of scheduling baptisms.  There may be adjustments to the Baptism schedule due the parish liturgical calendar.  Call to confirm Baptismal dates for the month you have in mind.  Except in the case of emergency, no Baptisms will be celebrated during the Season of Lent.
In the Catholic Church the ordinary minister of baptism is the deacon or the priest.

Those parents who do not belong to St. Columbkille Parish, but wish to have their child baptized here, need the permission of their own priest (pastor) to do so.  You must have a good reason (e.g. most family members live in the Wilmington area).  Fr. Jim Wedig is most willing to give St. Columbkille Parishioners permission to have their children baptized in another Catholic Church, again for a good reason.
TAKING PICTURES AND VIDEOTAPING
In order to maintain the dignity of the celebration of baptism and to allow everyone to pray during the baptism, we ask that pictures not be taken during the ceremony.  Fr. Jim Wedig, Deacon Robert Meyer and Deacon Robert Baker would be most happy to pose with you for pictures after the ceremony/Mass.  Your cooperation in this would be most appreciated!
STIPENDS OR FEES FOR BAPTISM
There is no stipend or fee required or expected for the baptism of your child.  Catholics do have an obligation to financially support their parish.  We strongly encourage the use of collection envelopes.  If you are not now receiving collection envelopes monthly in the mail, please call the rectory (937-382-2236) and we will see that you receive them.

P.S. 
The reference to “Canon” numbers are from the 1983 CODE OF CANON LAW, the 


universal law of the Roman Catholic Church.
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